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…about the Independence Democratic Conference members’ plan if they’re put into a kingmaker position after the fall elections? 

There has been much speculation about what will happen if the general election results are so close in the Senate that the four IDCers – Sens. Jeff Klein, Diane Savino, David Carlucci and David Valesky – have their choice of returning either their former Democratic colleagues or their newfound Republican friends to the majority. 

Both sides have been trying to keep the door open to a deal – or, in the Democrats’ case, a reunion – with the fearsome foursome. There was talk for a while about the Democrats running primary challengers against their erstwhile allies, which Klein countered by forming a PAC that theoretically could provide protection to his mini-conference or perhaps launch a few campaign bombs of its own. 

It’s pretty much conventional wisdom at the Capitol that the IDC would probably go with whoever offers the best deal. But there are a lot of complications. Klein has made clear he won’t accept Minority Leader John Sampson as majority leader, and it seems unlikely he would back the man who replaced him as head of the DSCC, Sen. Mike Gianaris. But it seems equally unlikely that Gianaris and his allies would accept Majority Leader Klein. So who would the compromise leader be? 

On the GOP side, would the Republicans want to remain in the majority so badly that they’d be willing to accept Klein as their leader? Or maybe deputy? Would Klein even accept that? 

Here’s something to add fuel to the speculation fire. Last night, former Sen. Craig Johnson, a Nassau County Democrat who likely would be an IDCer today had Republican Sen. Jack Martins not ousted him in 2010 was my guest on CapTon. While Johnson, who said he remains “close friends” with Klein, dodged the question about whether the IDC would be willing to back a Republican as majority leader, he did say this: 

“I think it’s nice to see that Senator Skelos, the majority leader, has really adopted a bipartisan message. You know, today, the Senate Republicans have come out with their message of what they want to accomplish, lowering taxes and creating jobs.”

“The Senate Democrats, my former colleagues in the Democratic conference, have a significant challenge. They have to win six seats, I think, in my opinion, to take back the majority, so to speak. It’s not just simply one or two. It’s complicated by whether or not there’s going to be a 63rd seat in the Albany-Hudson area.”

“And I think what’s very important if the Senate Democrats are serious about going back to the majority is, they need a message. And the message that doesn’t resonate is to talk abut, ad nauseum, independent redistricting.”

Six seats. Not two. 

Just saying. 
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